
Going Green: Unveiling the Top Cannabis-
Consuming Cities

It’s Popular – But Where is it Consumed Most and Least?

In a rapidly evolving landscape of cannabis legalization, the United States has witnessed a significant shift in
attitudes towards marijuana. With recreational weed legal in 24 states, along with Washington D.C. and some
territories, access to cannabis-infused gummies, vapes, and chocolates has become more widespread than
ever before. Additionally, 38 states have embraced medical marijuana, supported by endorsements from
reputable institutions like the American Medical Association and federal agencies such as Health and Human
Services and the Food and Drug Administration, recognizing its clear medical benefits.

But amidst this changing legal and cultural landscape, one question remains pertinent: which cities are
leading the charge in cannabis consumption, and which ones are lagging behind?

California: The Golden State for Cannabis Consumers

Unsurprisingly, California emerges as the epicenter of cannabis culture, with a staggering 94 cities ranking in
the top half of consumption. Six of these cities clinch spots in the top 10, solidifying California’s reputation
as a haven for marijuana enthusiasts.

Los Angeles: Leading the Pack

Topping the charts is Los Angeles, the OG of the cannabis movement. With a substantial lead of nearly 29
points over its closest competitor, San Francisco, Los Angeles embodies the ethos of cannabis culture. The
city’s vibrant creativity community favors marijuana over alcohol, reflecting a broader trend towards
healthier lifestyle choices.

San Francisco: Embracing Free Love and Cannabis

The original hippie and free love Mecca, San Francisco, secures the second position, further reinforcing
California’s dominance in cannabis consumption. Known for its progressive attitudes and avant-garde
culture, San Francisco continues to embrace cannabis as a symbol of freedom and self-expression.

Las Vegas: More Than Just Sin City

Ranked third is Las Vegas, affectionately known as Sin City. Beyond its reputation for gambling and excess,
Las Vegas boasts a thriving cannabis scene, fueled by its status as home to one of the largest dispensaries in
the country. The city’s upcoming attraction, Cannabition, promises to elevate the immersive cannabis
experience to new heights.

Denver: Colorado’s Capital of Cannabis



As one of the first states to embrace full legalization, Colorado’s largest city, Denver, naturally claims a spot
among the top cannabis-consuming cities. With a well-established cannabis infrastructure, Denver
exemplifies the success of regulated marijuana markets.

New York’s Struggles

Despite common expectations, New York’s rollout of legal cannabis has been marred by chaos, resulting in
significant revenue losses for the state. While New York City possesses the potential to lead the nation in
cannabis consumption, regulatory challenges and a proliferation of illicit dispensaries have hindered its
progress.

The Next Tier: San Diego, Portland, Sacramento, Oakland, and Santa Ana

Rounding up the top ranks are cities like San Diego, Portland, Sacramento, Oakland, and Santa Ana, each
contributing to California’s dominance in the cannabis landscape.

Challenges and Roadblocks

While states like Connecticut, Illinois, and Washington are making strides towards legalization, peculiar laws
and high taxes present significant obstacles. Cities like Chicago and Seattle struggle to compete with more
established cannabis markets due to regulatory hurdles.

The Bottom of the List

At the opposite end of the spectrum are cities that, despite legalization, lack the necessary infrastructure to
support robust cannabis markets. These cities suffer from missed opportunities, depriving state governments
of substantial tax revenue.

Wisconsin’s Drinking Dominance vs. Cannabis Consumption

Interestingly, while Wisconsin dominates in alcohol consumption, boasting seven of the top 10 cities for
drinking, its cannabis consumption lags behind. This disparity underscores the complex interplay between
cultural norms and evolving attitudes towards substance use.

As the cannabis industry continues to evolve, the cities at the forefront of consumption offer valuable insights
into the changing landscape of marijuana legalization in the United States.
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