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M assachusetts Poll: Strong Backing for Cannabis
L egalization, Callsfor Tighter Regulation on
Hemp THC

Six years have passed since Massachusetts marked a historic milestone by opening the first legal recreational
cannabis stores on the East Coast. Despite this significant progress, residents continue to advocate for
stringent regulations in the burgeoning cannabis industry.

Concerns Over Unregulated THC-Infused Products

Recent discussions have centered on the rise of THC-infused drinks circumventing the state’ s established
cannabis regulations and tax structures. A new poll conducted by the MassINC Polling Group sheds light on
public sentiment regarding these unregulated products, particularly those derived from hemp.

Poll Findings: Dispensary Accessvs. Open Market

Surveying 1,001 Massachusetts residents between April 4 and 17, the poll delved into attitudes toward the
unregulated hemp-based THC market. Respondents were asked whether THC-infused products should be
exclusively sold at licensed dispensaries or allowed to be sold in other establishments. Results revealed that
55% favored restricting sales to licensed dispensaries, while 28% supported broader distribution.

Insightsand Analysis

MassINC Polling Group President Steve Koczela highlighted the significance of the findings, noting a
departure from previous trends. While Massachusetts residents generally support marijuana legalization, they
express reservations about unregulated THC products. Even among marijuana users, a mgjority lean towards
l[imiting sales to dispensaries.

Demographic Trends and Changing Consumption Patterns

The poll also underscored generational and gender differences in attitudes toward marijuana legalization.

Y ounger demographics, particularly millennial women, exhibit stronger support for legalization. This trend
aligns with broader societal shifts, including declining alcohol consumption among young adults and
increasing marijuana usage.

Regulatory Challenges and L egislative Action

Legislators are gearing up for a June hearing to address the regulatory disparity between hemp-derived THC
products and cannabis-derived counterparts. The complexity arises from federal regulations governing hemp,
posing challenges for state officials seeking to regulate it akin to cannabis. The Cannabis Control
Commission faces scrutiny over regulatory effectiveness amid concerns over market saturation and declining
prices.



Public Per ception of Regulatory System

Despite challenges, nearly 60% of respondents view the state’ s regulatory system for marijuana products
favorably. This sentiment extends to users of dispensaries, suggesting a general satisfaction with current
regulations. Rich Parr, research director at the MassINC Polling Group, notes the absence of significant
discontent among consumers, debunking notions of familiarity breeding contempt.

L ooking Ahead

As Massachusetts navigates the evolving landscape of cannabis regulation, public opinion remains a crucial
factor in shaping policy decisions. With ongoing discussions and legisative hearings, the state seeks to strike
a balance between promoting consumer safety, ensuring regulatory compliance, and fostering athriving
cannabis industry.
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