
Bracing for Impact: Law Enforcement Foresees
Surge in Cannabis Sales

As Maryland commemorates one year since the legalization of cannabis across the state in July 2024, both
law enforcement agencies and the Maryland Cannabis Administration are bracing for an anticipated surge in
cannabis sales. With the market poised for expansion, stakeholders are closely monitoring the trajectory of
cannabis commerce and preparing for potential challenges and opportunities ahead.

Projections from the Maryland Cannabis Administration

The Maryland Cannabis Administration has offered insights into the expected growth trajectory of the
cannabis market. Citing data from the Department of Legislative Services fiscal analysis of the Cannabis
Reform Act, officials anticipate a doubling of the adult-use market in Year 2 of legalization (July 1, 2024 –
June 30, 2025). Drawing parallels with the experiences of other legalized states, such as Massachusetts,
where retail sales witnessed substantial increases in the initial years post-legalization, Maryland anticipates a
similar pattern of growth.

Local Law Enforcement Readiness

On the Eastern Shore, law enforcement agencies like the Worcester County Sheriff’s Office are preparing for
an uptick in cannabis sales. Sheriff Matt Crisafulli underscores the correlation between increased tourism,
particularly in places like Ocean City, and heightened cannabis product purchases. With a transient
population surging during the summer months, law enforcement anticipates a corresponding rise in cannabis-
related incidents.

Addressing Safety Concerns

Sheriff Crisafulli highlights safety as a paramount concern amidst the projected increase in cannabis sales.
Noting a surge in DUI-related incidents since the legalization took effect in July, he emphasizes the
importance of responsible consumption, especially when operating motor vehicles. With millions of visitors
passing through Worcester County annually, the summer months pose heightened risks, necessitating
heightened vigilance and public awareness campaigns to mitigate potential dangers associated with impaired
driving.

The Path Forward

As Maryland enters its second year of cannabis legalization, stakeholders are poised to navigate the evolving
landscape of cannabis commerce. With projections indicating significant market growth and attendant safety
concerns, collaboration between law enforcement, regulatory agencies, and the public is essential to ensure a
safe and responsible transition into this new era of legalized cannabis. Through proactive measures and
community engagement, Maryland aims to harness the opportunities presented by legalization while
safeguarding public welfare and safety.
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