f?r'

ﬂ(‘ I\ CANNABIS

§
RISK MANAGER

Proposal in St. Louis. Extending Dispensary Hours
and Introducing Cannabis Cafes

Asthe St. Louis Board of Aldermen commences its new session, Ward 14 Alderman Rasheen Aldridgeis
spearheading efforts to introduce legislation aimed at enhancing the city’ s revenue streams. With a proposal
to alow cannabis cafes and extend the operating hours of dispensaries, Aldridge envisions a potential
financial windfall for St. Louis amidst budgetary challenges.

Cannabis Cafe Concept

Aldridge’ s proposed legislation seeks to establish cannabis cafes, providing designated spaces where
individual s can consume cannabis on-site. These establishments would likely feature specially ventilated
rooms, akin to cigar bars, to accommodate smoking activities. While no formal bills have been introduced
yet, Aldridge is actively working on crafting legislation to facilitate the creation of cannabis cafes within the
city.

Extending Dispensary Hoursfor Financial Gain

In tandem with the cannabis cafe initiative, Aldridge has introduced Board Bill 15 to extend the operating
hours of dispensaries. By permitting dispensaries to remain open from 8 am. to midnight, Aldridge aimsto
capitalize on additional tax revenue opportunities for St. Louis. With the city facing economic uncertainties,
including threats to its earnings tax, Aldridge sees the expansion of dispensary hours as a strategic measure to
bolster revenue without imposing additional taxes on residents.

Addressing Industry Needs and City Growth

Aldridge emphasi zes the importance of accommodating the needs of dispensaries and fostering economic
growth within the city. Through conversations with both customers and dispensary owners, he has identified
the existing restriction on operating hours as a hindrance to business expansion. By affording dispensaries the
flexibility to operate |ater into the evening, Aldridge anticipates not only increased sales but also overall
growth for St. Louis.

Navigating Regulatory Terrain

As Aldridge progressesin finalizing the legidative language, he collaborates with city agencies to ensure
compliance with licensing requirements. Given that the introduction of cannabis cafes represents uncharted
territory for St. Louis, meticulous attention to regulatory frameworksis essential. Despite the complexities
involved, Aldridge remains optimistic about garnering support for the proposed initiatives, citing President
Green’ s endorsement and widespread community backing for cannabis cafe implementation.

Path Forward for Cannabis Policy Reform

As St. Louis embarks on ajourney to explore the legalization of cannabis cafes and extended dispensary
hours, Alderman Rasheen Aldridge emerges as a champion for progressive policy reform. With afocus on
generating revenue, fostering economic development, and addressing industry demands, Aldridge’s



initiatives reflect aforward-thinking approach to cannabis regulation in the city. As discussions evolve and
legidative efforts advance, St. Louis stands poised to navigate the complexities of cannabis policy reform
while seizing opportunities for financial growth and community advancement.
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