
Lawmakers and Advocates Sound Alarm on
Virginia Governor's Cannabis Veto, Fearing Boost
to Black Market

Three years, four legislative sessions, and one recent veto later, Virginia remains without a recreational
cannabis market, leaving potential investors in limbo and advocates frustrated. The recent veto by Governor
Glenn Youngkin (R) of House Bill 698 and Senate Bill 448, aimed at creating a framework for an adult-use
cannabis market, has drawn criticism from advocates and politicians alike.

A History of Attempts

Legislative efforts to establish a retail cannabis market date back to 2021, but successive attempts have
faltered. The 2022 legislative session saw a shift in dynamics with Republicans gaining a House majority and
a new governor uninterested in pursuing cannabis market legislation. However, this year, with a Democratic
majority, the issue resurfaced.

The Recent Setback

Gov. Youngkin vetoed the bills citing concerns over potential adverse effects, including increased criminal
activity and negative impacts on public health and safety. However, proponents argue that the absence of a
legal market only serves to bolster the existing illegal cannabis trade, exacerbating community concerns.

Advocates Disappointed, But Undeterred

Chelsea Higgs Wise, Executive Director of Marijuana Justice, expressed disappointment over the veto,
highlighting missed opportunities for equity provisions and community reinvestment. The organization
emphasizes the need for regulated markets to ensure consumer safety and address historical injustices.

The Economic Impact

The lack of regulatory clarity poses challenges for cannabis businesses like Chester Cannabis Co., hindering
long-term planning and product development. Griffin Moon and Dave Bredard underscore the importance of
stable legislative frameworks for business sustainability.

Policy Implications

Gregory Habeeb, President of Gentry Locke Consulting and representative for Virginia’s Cannabis
Association, emphasizes the urgent need for regulatory intervention to address the burgeoning illegal
cannabis market. He stresses the bipartisan support for regulated sales and the potential political
ramifications of inaction.

Looking Ahead



Despite setbacks, advocates remain committed to pushing for a regulated cannabis market in Virginia,
emphasizing the economic opportunities and social justice imperatives. With polls indicating widespread
public support, the issue is likely to remain a focal point of legislative debate in the future.

Governor Youngkin’s veto represents a setback in the ongoing effort to establish a regulated cannabis market
in Virginia. As stakeholders assess the implications, the need for bipartisan collaboration and proactive
policymaking becomes increasingly evident in addressing the complex challenges surrounding cannabis
legalization.
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