
North Carolina Senator Suggests Combining
Medical Cannabis Bill with Hemp Regulations

In recent discussions, Senate President Pro Tempore Phil Berger has indicated that there might be a way to
advance a medical marijuana legalization bill in North Carolina. He suggests merging Sen. Bill Rabon’s
medical marijuana bill with legislation focused on regulating hemp-derived products, such as CBD. This
move aims to find common ground between lawmakers and potentially facilitate the passage of both
measures.

Democratic Senator’s Requirements

However, Democratic Senator Graig Meyer has emphasized that any proposal for medical marijuana
legalization must include broader provisions. Specifically, he insists on the inclusion of decriminalization
language and measures to ensure that communities impacted by drug policies benefit from the revenues
generated by the industry.

Campaigning on Cannabis Legalization

Meyer also suggests that Democrats should prioritize campaigning for cannabis legalization if bipartisan
negotiation seems unlikely. This approach could help build public support and pressure lawmakers to take
action on the issue.

Republican Perspective on Medical Marijuana Bill

While there are hopes for progress, House Majority Leader John Bell has expressed skepticism about the
medical marijuana bill’s prospects. He acknowledges ongoing discussions but notes the lack of sufficient
support among Republicans. Despite this, he anticipates that the bill could be revisited during the current
legislative session.

Public Support for Medical Marijuana

A survey conducted by the Meredith Poll revealed that a significant majority of North Carolinians support
the passage of a medical marijuana bill this year. This strong public sentiment could influence lawmakers’
decisions on the issue.

Recent Developments in Hemp Regulation

The discussions surrounding medical marijuana legalization coincide with recommendations to regulate
hemp-derived cannabinoid products in the state. Lawmakers are considering measures to address the sale of
these products by unlicensed operators and impose stricter regulations on the industry.

Past Legislative Efforts



Previous attempts to pass medical marijuana legislation in North Carolina have faced challenges, with bills
failing to advance despite bipartisan support for legalization.

Shifting Opinions and Legislative Efforts

Senate President Pro Tempore Berger acknowledges that opinions on marijuana are evolving, and Sen.
Rabon has long been interested in advancing medical marijuana legislation. These factors indicate a growing
openness to addressing the issue in the state legislature.

Skepticism from Key Lawmakers

However, House Speaker Tim Moore and other key lawmakers have downplayed the likelihood of enacting
medical cannabis legislation. They cite various concerns and challenges associated with Sen. Rabon’s bill,
which passed the Senate but did not receive support in the House of Representatives.

Recent Tribal Medical Marijuana Dispensary Launch

Despite political opposition, a North Carolina Indian tribe recently opened the state’s first medical marijuana
dispensary. This development highlights ongoing debates surrounding cannabis policy and enforcement in
the state.

Court Order on Cannabis Odor

In a separate development, a state judge issued an order prohibiting individuals with the odor of marijuana
from entering certain courthouses in Robeson County, North Carolina. This decision underscores the
complex legal and social issues surrounding cannabis use and enforcement in the state.
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