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Florida Cannabis Campaign MobilizesVeteransin
Push for Legalization

Smart and Safe Florida is ramping up efforts to garner support for Amendment 3, a ballot measure seeking to
legalize adult-use cannabisin Florida. In a strategic move, the campaign isincreasingly spotlighting military
veteransin its media outreach, aiming to leverage their voices to sway public opinion.

A Safer Alternativefor Veterans

With the backing of Smart and Safe Florida, a coalition of veteransis being formed to advocate for cannabis
legalization. The campaign emphasi zes the potential of cannabis as a safer alternative to synthetic opioids for
treating PTSD and related conditions among veterans. Feena Bonoan, a Navy veteran, shared her story with
local media, highlighting how marijuana helped aleviate her pain from a chronic ovarian condition
developed during her service. Bonoan's testimony underscores the tangible benefits that cannabis can offer to
veterans struggling with physical and mental health issues.

Navigating Florida' s L egal L andscape

While Florida s existing medical marijuana law permits access to cannabis for patients with PTSD and
chronic pain, advocates argue that broader adult-use legalization would streamline access to medicinal
cannabis. However, recent polling data indicates a challenging road ahead for Amendment 3, with support
hovering below the 60% threshold required for passage.

The Business of Cannabis

Despite the uncertainty surrounding the ballot measure, multiple marijuana companies are rallying behind the
reform, with significant financial contributions to the campaign. Trulieve, aleading player in the state's
cannabis market, has emerged as a major supporter of Amendment 3. The company’s CEO, Kim Rivers,
contends that legalization could enhance the quality of life for Floridians, citing the success of the state’s
medical cannabis program.

Political Perspectives and Policy Implications

Governor Ron DeSantis, avocal critic of the legalization initiative, has expressed concerns about its potential
impact on public health and safety. DeSantis argues that the proposal is overly broad and could exacerbate
existing societal challenges. However, proponents of Amendment 3 assert that it offers a sensible regulatory
framework for adult-use cannabis, with provisions aimed at ensuring responsible use and economic benefits
for the state.

L ooking Ahead

Asthe debate over cannabis |legalization continues to unfold in Florida, all eyes are on the upcoming
November ballot. The fate of Amendment 3 rests in the hands of voters, who will ultimately decide the future
of cannabis policy in the Sunshine State. With veterans playing a prominent role in the advocacy efforts, the
campaign for legalization hopes to resonate with voters by emphasizing the tangible benefits of cannabis for



both individuals and the broader community.
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