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Expanding Equity: Illinois Grants 35 Conditional
Adult-Use Cannabis Licenses

In asignificant move towards promoting social equity in the cannabis industry, Illinois has granted 35
conditional adult-use retail licensesto social equity applicants. Here' s a breakdown of the latest
devel opments:

Selection Process

The 35 recipients were chosen from a pool of 55 applicants selected through Illinois Social Equity Criteria
Lottery, conducted in July 2023. The lottery aims to prioritize applicants from communities
disproportionately impacted by the war on drugs, ensuring equitable access to opportunitiesin the
burgeoning cannabis market.

Ongoing Evaluation

While 13 of the 55 applicants will receive their conditional retail licenses imminently, seven applicants were
deemed ineligible based on licensing criteria or other factors. In regions where no conditional socia equity
retail licenses were awarded, the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) will
reach out to the next selected applicants from the lottery pool.

Building Towards Equity

Conditional license recipients have one year to develop their retail stores and obtain final approval from the
IDFPR. Additionally, licensees have the option to apply for a 180-day extension of their conditional license,
facilitating the establishment of their businesses.

Future Sales and Operations

It simportant to note that retailers can only commence adult-use sales once they have obtained their full
license. This phased approach ensures regulatory compliance and accountability while allowing licensees to
establish their operations securely.

Commitment to Equity

Governor JB Pritzker emphasized the significance of promoting equity in the cannabis industry, citing the
need to address the historical injustices perpetuated by the failed war on drugs. By providing opportunities
for employment and entrepreneurship in communities disproportionately affected by cannabis prohibition,
Illinois aims to set a national benchmark for equity-driven cannabis policies.

Current Landscape

With 202 operational adult-use storesin Illinois, including 92 social equity licensees, the state continues to
make strides towards fostering a more inclusive and equitable cannabis market. Moreover, 108 applicants



selected in the 2022 social equity lotteries are actively working towards obtaining their full licenses, further
underscoring the state’ s commitment to supporting social equity in the industry.

As lllinois remains at the forefront of cannabis legalization and socia equity initiatives, the issuance of
conditional retail licenses marks another pivotal step towards creating afair and equitable cannabis
marketplace for al stakeholdersinvolved.

Email: info@cannabisriskmanager.com | Phone: +415-226-4060
© Copyright 2025 Cannabis Risk Manager. All Rights Reserved



