
Vermont Lawmakers Pass Bill to Establish Safe
Drug Consumption Sites

Lawmakers in Vermont have taken a significant step toward addressing the state’s drug crisis by passing
legislation to establish a pilot program for safe drug consumption sites. The bill, H.72, has now been sent to
the desk of Governor Phil Scott for approval.

Overdose Prevention Centers Aimed at Saving Lives

The proposed legislation would create an overdose prevention center (OPC) in Burlington, Vermont, with a
budget of $1.1 million allocated for its establishment. An additional $300,000 would be dedicated to studying
the impact of the pilot project. The OPC would provide a medically supervised environment where
individuals could use currently prohibited substances safely.

Bipartisan Support and Advocacy

The bill received bipartisan support, with proponents emphasizing the urgent need to address the state’s drug-
related deaths. Advocates highlighted the success of similar initiatives in other jurisdictions, emphasizing the
potential for harm reduction and saving lives.

Governor’s Previous Skepticism

Governor Scott, who previously vetoed a similar measure in 2022, has expressed skepticism about the current
proposal. However, proponents remain hopeful that the governor will recognize the importance of
implementing harm reduction strategies to combat the opioid crisis.

Pilot Program in Burlington

If enacted, Vermont would join Rhode Island and Minnesota in authorizing safe drug consumption sites.
Burlington has expressed interest in hosting the pilot program, which supporters argue could serve as a model
for other communities grappling with substance abuse issues.

Federal Position and Research

While the federal government has opposed the opening of overdose prevention centers, citing concerns about
legality, research has shown their effectiveness in reducing overdose deaths and providing essential health
services to individuals with substance use disorder.

Future Outlook

With the passage of this legislation, Vermont is poised to take a proactive approach to addressing its drug
crisis. As lawmakers await the governor’s decision, advocates continue to emphasize the importance of
implementing evidence-based harm reduction strategies to save lives and promote public health.



By enacting this legislation, Vermont has the opportunity to lead the way in innovative approaches to
addressing substance abuse and overdose deaths, setting an example for other states facing similar
challenges.
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