
Survey: Majority of Americans Report Positive
Experiences with Cannabis and Psychedelics

A recent poll conducted by YouGov unveils intriguing insights into Americans’ personal experiences with
marijuana and psychedelics, shedding light on their attitudes toward these substances amid ongoing debates
surrounding drug policy reform.

Personal Experiences: Marijuana, Psilocybin, LSD, and MDMA

The survey reveals that a significant portion of the American population has experimented with various
substances. Notably, marijuana emerges as the most commonly used substance, with 57 percent of
respondents admitting to trying it. Following closely behind is psilocybin, with one in five Americans (20
percent) acknowledging its use. LSD and MDMA trail behind, with 16 percent and 11 percent of
respondents, respectively, reporting experimentation.

Positive Encounters Prevail

Across the board, respondents who have tried these substances overwhelmingly report positive experiences.
Psilocybin users lead the pack, with 65 percent describing their encounters as positive, closely followed by
marijuana (57 percent), MDMA (56 percent), and LSD (55 percent). However, approximately one in four
individuals who have experimented with these substances describe their experiences as both positive and
negative.

Attitudes Toward Legalization

While marijuana enjoys majority support for legalization, with 60 percent of respondents advocating for its
legal status, attitudes toward the legalization of psychedelics vary. Only 27 percent support the legalization of
psilocybin, while even fewer express support for MDMA (16 percent) and LSD (15 percent). However,
among individuals with personal experience using these substances, there is notable support for legalization,
particularly for marijuana, psilocybin, and MDMA.

Support for Legalization Among Users

According to YouGov, a significant proportion of marijuana, psilocybin, and MDMA users express support
for their respective substances’ legalization. Specifically, 78 percent of marijuana users, 63 percent of
psilocybin users, and 55 percent of MDMA users advocate for legalization. However, opinions among LSD
users are more divided, with 38 percent in support and 43 percent opposed to legalization.

Survey Methodology and Margin of Error

The survey involved interviews with 1,134 American adults conducted from April 25 to 28, with a margin of
error of four percentage points.

Insights from Other Surveys



In addition to the YouGov poll, recent surveys from organizations such as Pew Research Center and Gallup
provide further context on Americans’ attitudes toward marijuana. Findings indicate widespread support for
marijuana legalization, with many Americans viewing it as less harmful than alcohol or tobacco. Moreover,
the presence of marijuana dispensaries in a growing number of counties underscores the expanding reach of
legalized cannabis markets.

As debates over drug policy reform continue to evolve, surveys like those conducted by YouGov, Pew
Research Center, and Gallup offer valuable insights into public opinion and personal experiences with
marijuana and psychedelics. These findings contribute to ongoing discussions surrounding the regulation,
legalization, and societal impact of these substances in the United States.
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