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Vermont Governor Indicates I ntent to Veto Drug
Safe Consumption Site Bill

Governor Phil Scott of Vermont has signaled his intention to veto a bill that would legalize and fund a
supervised drug consumption facility in Burlington, despite its recent passage by the state legislature. Citing
philosophical and pragmatic opposition to the measure, Scott expressed doubts about the effectiveness of
such sites and emphasized the need for aternative strategies to address substance use.

L egidative Proposal and Funding Details

The bill, known as H.72, received final approval from the House on Tuesday and seeks to establish an
overdose prevention center (OPC) in Burlington. It allocates $1.1 million from the state’ s opioid settlement
fund for the facility’ s implementation and an additional $300,000 for a pilot project study. The OPC would
offer medically supervised drug consumption services and drug-checking facilities to mitigate harm.

Governor’s Concerns and Opposition

Governor Scott voiced skepticism about the bill’ s approach, advocating instead for increased investment in
prevention and treatment programs. He expressed reservations about enabling drug use through supervised
consumption sites and questioned the potential trade-offs between saving lives and diverting resources from
other interventions.

L egidlative Process and Previous Actions

Lawmakersin Vermont have previoudly attempted to pass similar legislation, but Scott vetoed a previous
measure in 2022 that would have established atask force to explore the feasibility of safe consumption sites.
Despite his reservations, the current bill garnered bipartisan support in the legislature, reflecting ongoing
debates about harm reduction strategies.

Support and Opposition

Advocates of the bill, including local leaders and advocacy groups, argue that safe consumption sites can
save lives by providing crucial medical interventions and reducing public drug use. However, critics,
including Governor Scott, question the efficacy of such facilities and advocate for alternative approaches to
addressing substance use disorders.

National Context and L egal Challenges

The debate over safe consumption sites extends beyond Vermont, with similar initiatives facing legal
challenges and federal opposition in other jurisdictions. While some federal officials have expressed support
for harm reduction policies, including supervised consumption sites, legal uncertainty and political
disagreements continue to complicate efforts to implement such measures.

Future Directions and Policy Considerations



AsVermont awaits Governor Scott’s decision on the bill, the broader conversation about harm reduction and
drug policy reform continues at the national level. While the efficacy of safe consumption sites remains a
topic of debate, ongoing research and legislative efforts underscore the need for evidence-based approaches
to addressing substance use and overdose deaths.
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