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Thailand Prime Minister Pushesfor Outlawing
Recreational Cannabis

Thailand’s Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has made a bold move by urging the nation’ s health ministry to
reclassify recreational cannabis as an illegal substance.

Reclassification Proposal

Thavisin took to X, the platform formerly known as Twitter, to communicate his stance. He proposed
reclassifying marijuana as a Category 5 drug, limiting its use strictly to medical and health purposes.

L egal Ramifications

Category 5 drugs, which include substances like opium and psilocybin, are subject to severe criminal
penalties in Thailand. Offenses related to manufacturing, importing, exporting, selling, and possession of
these drugs can lead to hefty fines and long prison sentences of up to 15 years.

Enforcement Challenges

Thailand decriminalized marijuanain 2022 but struggled to establish robust regulations and enforcement
mechanisms promptly. This regulatory gap resulted in a proliferation of stores selling cannabis products,
prompting concerns among policymakers.

Government Response

In response to the regulatory vacuum, Prime Minister Thavisin pledged to overhaul cannabis laws to restrict
its use to medical purposes only. This move signifies a shift from Thailand' s earlier status as the first Asian
nation to decriminalize marijuana.

Industry Impact

The proposed reclassification has left thousands of cannabis businessesin Thailand uncertain about their
future. They anticipate significant legal and regulatory changes that could reshape the industry landscape and
emphasize medicinal applications over recreational use.

Conclusion

As Thailand navigates the complexities of regulating cannabis, Prime Minister Thavisin’s call for
reclassification underscores the government’ s commitment to addressing the challenges posed by the
widespread availability of recreational marijuana. The outcome of thisinitiative will likely have far-reaching
implications for the cannabis industry in Thailand and beyond.
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