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New York Senate Passes Bill for Safe Drug
Consumption Site Pilot Program

A bill proposing the creation of a statewide overdose prevention center pilot program in New Y ork has
narrowly passed out of a Senate committee this week, setting the stage for further debate if it progresses to
the chamber floor.

Committee Vote

The Senate Health Committee voted 7—6 on Tuesday to advance the latest version of the bill, S.339,
introduced by Sen. Gustavo Rivera. The bill now moves to the Senate Finance Committee for consideration.

Support for theBill

Sen. Rivera, who chairs the Health Committee, expressed strong commitment to the bill, emphasizing its
potential to save lives. He highlighted the positive outcomes observed at supervised consumption sites
globally, noting that no overdose deaths have occurred at these facilities.

Opposition and Debate

Acknowledging opposition within the committee, Sen. Rivera welcomed further discussion on the proposal.
Sen. Patrick Gallivan, the committee’ s ranking Republican member, echoed the sentiment, emphasizing the
need for a comprehensive floor debate given the contentious nature of the issue.

Legidative History

Thisisn't the first time the New Y ork Senate panel has considered similar legislation. A previous version of
the bill passed ayear ago, aso on a 7-6 vote. The state’'s Assembly passed a similar bill around the same
time.

Program Details

If enacted, the bill would establish afive-year “ Safer Consumption Services Pilot Program” under the state’s
Department of Health, authorizing 10 overdose prevention centers across the state. These centers would
operate alongside existing syringe services facilities and comply with health officials' regulations.

Resear ch and Federal Context

Evidence from existing safer consumption facilitiesin New Y ork City suggests positive outcomes, including
reduced overdose risk and decreased public drug use. Meanwhile, federal government opposition to similar
initiatives, exemplified by arecent case in Philadel phia, underscores ongoing legal and policy challenges.

Federal Perspective



While the federal government has historically opposed supervised consumption sites, there' s growing
recognition of their potential benefits. Key figures like National Institute on Drug Abuse Director Nora
Volkow and White House drug czar Rahul Gupta have voiced support for harm reduction strategies,
including supervised consumption sites.

Moving Forward

Asdiscussions on drug policy and harm reduction evolve at both state and federal levels, the fate of New

Y ork’s overdose prevention center pilot program remains uncertain. However, advocates hope that evidence-
based approaches and bipartisan dialogue will inform future decisions aimed at addressing the ongoing
overdose crisis.
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