
Legal Cannabis Now Stripped of Major Party
Status by Court Ruling

The Minnesota Supreme Court delivered a significant blow to the Legal Marijuana Now Party on Friday,
stripping it of its status as a major political party within the state. This decision effectively relegates
Democrats and Republicans as the sole political entities entitled to automatic ballot access for candidates,
along with other privileges such as legal protection and public subsidy dollars, as reported by Minnesota
Public Radio.

Party Response

In response to the court’s decision, Legal Marijuana Now MN vowed to appeal the ruling, expressing
confidence that the U.S. Supreme Court would ultimately find Minnesota’s election law, crafted by the
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, to be unconstitutional. The party articulated its intent to challenge the
decision, maintaining its commitment to advocating for its platform and principles.

Democratic Party’s Allegations

The legal battle commenced in February when the chair of Minnesota’s Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party
petitioned the court to decertify the Legal Marijuana Now Party. The petition alleged that the party failed to
meet the legal requirements necessary for major party status, laying the groundwork for the ensuing court
proceedings.

Legal Basis for Removal

The court’s ruling cited the Legal Marijuana Now Party’s failure to maintain a state central committee under
the control of the state convention, a stipulation mandated by state law. Furthermore, the party’s
constitutional challenge to the law proved unsuccessful, contributing to its disqualification as a major
political entity within the state.

Implications and Next Steps

According to a statement from Minnesota Secretary of State Steve Simon’s office, the Legal Marijuana Now
Party must file a notice affirming its compliance with the criteria for listing as a minor political party. While
candidates representing the party still have the opportunity to appear on the November ballot, they must
fulfill the requisite petition signature requirements, which vary depending on the specific race.

The Minnesota Supreme Court’s decision to remove the Legal Marijuana Now Party as a major political
player underscores the complexities and legal intricacies surrounding political party certification and
electoral processes. As the party navigates the appeals process and seeks alternative avenues for participation,
the landscape of Minnesota’s political arena may witness significant shifts, shaping the trajectory of future
elections and policy debates.
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