
Kansas Cannabis Coalition: A Diverse Push for
Legalization

A newly formed coalition comprising a diverse array of political figures in Kansas has pledged its support for
legislative candidates dedicated to ending the state’s prohibition on recreational cannabis and expunging
marijuana-related criminal records. Here’s a breakdown of their mission and objectives:

Founding Members

Inga Selders: Prairie Village City Council member and founder of the Cannabis Justice Coalition.

Barry Grissom: Former U.S. attorney for Kansas (2010-2016) under President Barack Obama.

Ian Graves: Prairie Village City Council member and advocate for marijuana decriminalization.

Leslie Byram: Estate planning and probate attorney specializing in clients with special medical needs.

A Bipartisan Approach

The coalition, driven by a bipartisan spirit, aims to educate voters on the benefits of marijuana legalization,
grounded in science and factual information. They seek to dispel outdated stereotypes perpetuated by media
portrayals and emphasize the social, medical, and economic advantages of a fully legalized cannabis market.

Law Enforcement Reallocation

Barry Grissom, drawing from his experience as a federal prosecutor, highlighted the inefficiencies of
allocating law enforcement resources towards cannabis-related investigations, arrests, and prosecutions. He
advocated for adopting marijuana laws akin to neighboring states like Missouri and Colorado, where adult-
use cannabis is regulated.

Public Opinion and Decriminalization

Ian Graves underscored the disconnect between public opinion and current legislation, citing surveys
indicating strong support for recreational cannabis among Kansans. He emphasized the impracticality of
enforcing marijuana laws and advocated for statewide legalization to avoid a patchwork of conflicting local
ordinances.

Medical Access and Tax Revenue

Leslie Byram stressed the importance of medical access to cannabis products for individuals with various
health conditions, advocating for legalization to prevent Kansans from relocating to states with more
accommodating laws. She proposed redirecting tax revenue from cannabis sales to alleviate healthcare
waiting lists and support agricultural research.

Forward Momentum



The coalition stands united in its commitment to prioritize recreational marijuana legalization and amplify
this message during the upcoming election cycle. Despite recent legislative setbacks regarding medicinal
cannabis, they remain steadfast in their pursuit of comprehensive reform.

As the Kansas Cannabis Coalition gains momentum, it seeks to bridge political divides and foster
constructive dialogue on cannabis policy, ensuring that the voices of Kansans are heard and their interests
represented in the halls of government.
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