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Minnesota Erases Cannabis Convictions. A L ook
at the Impact of the 2023 L aw

In agroundbreaking move, Minnesota has expunged over 58,000 misdemeanor marijuana convictions from
its criminal records database. This significant development follows the legalization of recreational marijuana
and marks a pivotal moment in the state' s approach to justice reform.

Purging Past Convictions

The Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) has confirmed the removal of nearly 58,000 low-
level marijuana convictions from the state’s Criminal History System. This purge comesin the wake of the
enactment of the Adult-Use Cannabis Act, which signaled a shift in the state’ s stance on marijuana-related

offenses.

Reviewing Eligibility

The expungement process involved a meticulous review of individual casesto determine eligibility under the
new legislation. According to the BCA, the mgority of convictions met the criteriafor expungement,
resulting in their removal from the criminal records database. However, approximately 200 cases were found
to beineligible for expungement, highlighting the complexity of the process.

Cannabis Expungement Board’s Role

The Cannabis Expungement Board has played a pivotal role in overseeing the expungement process. Tasked
with reviewing state felony convictions, the board is responsible for determining whether action should be
taken under the provisions of the Adult-Use Cannabis Act. This comprehensive review underscores the
state’'s commitment to addressing the injustices of past drug policies.

A Step Towards Justice Reform

The expungement of misdemeanor marijuana convictions represents a significant step towards justice reform
in Minnesota. By removing the stigma associated with past convictions, individuals are afforded greater
opportunities for reintegration into society and access to employment, housing, and other essential services.

L ooking Ahead

As Minnesota continues to navigate the complexities of marijuana legalization, the expungement of past
convictions serves as a testament to the state's commitment to equity and social justice. With the Cannabis
Expungement Board actively reviewing felony convictions, Minnesota is poised to further address the harms
inflicted by decades of punitive drug policies.

A Model for Change

Stakeholders and advocates view Minnesota’ s approach to justice reform as amodel for other states
grappling with similar issues. By prioritizing equity and inclusivity, Minnesota s setting a precedent for



meaningful change in the criminal justice system. As the state continues on its path towards justice reform,
the expungement of past cannabis convictions serves as a beacon of hope for a more just and equitable future.
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