
Impact of Federal Prohibition: Anti-Drug Leader
Highlights Struggles in Youth Prevention

The Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA) highlighted the challenges posed by federal
marijuana prohibition in implementing consistent health and safety policies across state cannabis markets.
During a recent webinar on cannabis policy issues, CADCA staff explored various regulatory concerns
within the evolving landscape of state-level cannabis reform. Despite CADCA’s historical opposition to
marijuana legalization, the webinar reflected a nuanced perspective, suggesting a recognition among certain
members that legalization may be inevitable.

Navigating Regulatory Complexities

Lesley Gabel, a member of CADCA’s Coalition Development Support Team (CDS), acknowledged the
difficulty of implementing unified warning symbols on cannabis products across state markets due to federal
illegality. While advocating for measures to ensure consumer awareness, particularly among youth, Gabel
underscored the added challenges imposed by federal prohibition.

Evolving Perspectives on Legalization

The webinar hinted at a shifting stance within CADCA, with discussions signaling a pragmatic approach to
potential legalization scenarios. While maintaining a focus on public health and safety, CADCA members
explored methods to mitigate potential harms associated with cannabis reform without outright opposing all
reform efforts.

Seeking Common Ground

Addressing the prospect of supporting federal legalization bills, Gabel emphasized the importance of unity in
advancing prevention strategies, suggesting a collaborative approach to standardizing packaging and labeling
requirements. While the specifics remain uncertain, there’s a recognition of the need for collective action
within the prevention community.

Leveraging Tax Revenue for Public Programs

CADCA highlighted examples of states utilizing tax revenue from legal cannabis sales to fund various
programs, including youth prevention, education, and community reinvestment. By exploring alternative
approaches to revenue allocation, states aim to address public health concerns and promote community well-
being.

Evidence-Based Policy Considerations

Drawing from a 2021 study published by the American Medical Association (AMA), CADCA members
discussed the impact of state-level marijuana legalization on cannabis-related arrests and racial disparities.



The findings underscored the importance of informed policy decisions and the potential benefits of regulatory
reform.

Engaging in Policy Advocacy

CADCA’s advocacy efforts extend beyond internal discussions, with calls for supporters to engage
congressional representatives on pertinent legislative issues. By mobilizing grassroots support, CADCA
seeks to influence policy outcomes and shape the regulatory landscape.

Adapting to a Changing Landscape

As cannabis policy continues to evolve, organizations like CADCA grapple with the complexities of federal
prohibition and emerging state-level reforms. While maintaining a commitment to drug prevention, CADCA
explores avenues for pragmatic engagement within evolving regulatory frameworks. By fostering dialogue
and seeking common ground, stakeholders aim to address public health concerns while navigating the
shifting dynamics of cannabis policy in the United States.
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