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Congressional Briefing: Legal Ramifications of
Federal Cannabis Prohibition Amid Rescheduling
Discussions

As the Biden administration advances efforts to reschedule marijuana, congressional researchers have
updated reports to inform lawmakers about the ongoing legal consequences of the federal -state cannabis
policy gap. These reports from the Congressional Research Service (CRS) shed light on existing protections
for state medical marijuana programs and the potential impact of rescheduling cannabis under the Controlled
Substances Act (CSA).

Rescheduling Marijuana: Implications and Consider ations

Thefirst report, titled “ State Marijuana ‘ Legalization” and Federal Drug Law: A Brief Overview for
Congress,” delvesinto the divergence between federal and state marijuana laws. Despite potential
rescheduling, federal prohibition would persist, presenting legal challenges for individuals and businesses
operating in state-legal cannabis markets. The report outlines various criminal liabilities under federal statute,
including immigration consequences and restrictions on federal benefits and gun ownership.

Congressional Considerations and L egislative Options

The CRS report underscores Congress' s authority to address the federal-state marijuana policy gap through
legidative action. Lawmakers have the power to change marijuana s status under the CSA and modify
existing protections for state medical cannabis programs. Options include repealing appropriations riders that
limit the Justice Department’ s enforcement authority and clarifying the scope of protections for medical
marijuana patients and providers.

Assessing the Impact of Appropriations Riders

A separate CRS report focuses on the appropriations rider that shields state medical cannabis programs from
federal interference. While providing crucia protections for medical marijuana, the rider does not extend to
adult-use cannabis markets. The report examines legal interpretations of the rider and its limitations,
highlighting potential implications for future federal prosecutions and the scope of DOJ enforcement
authority.

L egidative L andscape and Policy Outlook

While proposals to eliminate the federal-state marijuana policy gap have been introduced in Congress, the
likelihood of significant reform remains uncertain. Despite bipartisan support for marijuana banking
legislation, broader legalization efforts face challenges in adivided Congress. As stakeholders await
developments in the rescheduling process, pressure mounts on lawmakers to address key cannabis policy
issues and advance meaningful reform.



Navigating L egal Complexitiesin Cannabis Policy

Congressional researchers provide valuable insights into the legal complexities of federal marijuana
prohibition and ongoing efforts to reshape cannabis policy. As policymakers weigh legidlative options, the
need for comprehensive reform becomes increasingly evident. While rescheduling efforts offer potential
benefits, addressing the federal -state divide requires concerted action and collaboration across party lines.
With public support for cannabis reform growing, lawmakers face mounting pressure to enact meaningful
changes that reflect evolving attitudes toward marijuana regulation and promote justice and equity in
cannabis policy.
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