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New Jersey Proposal: State Officials Granted
Authority to Regulate M edical Cannabis Costs

State officials and lawmakers acknowledge concerns raised by medical marijuana patients regarding the high
cost of cannabisin New Jersey. Despite widespread acknowledgment of the issue, existing laws provide no
mechanism for officials to regulate prices set by dispensaries. However, a proposed bill aimsto change this
by granting the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission authority to implement price caps on medical
cannabis products.

Seeking Solutions Inspired by Pennsylvania’s M odel

Drawing inspiration from Pennsylvania’'s approach to medical marijuana regulation, Senator Troy Singleton
has introduced a bill that would empower the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission to set price caps
on cannabis products if prices are deemed “ unreasonable and inconsistent” with actual costs. This legidative
initiative reflects efforts to alleviate financial burdens on medical marijuana patients and foster a more
competitive market environment.

Challenges and Criticisms

Critics, including marijuana advocate Chris Goldstein, attribute high cannabis pricesin New Jersey to
corporate control over the market. With only a handful of independent cultivators amidst alandscape
dominated by corporations, patients face limited options and inflated prices. The disparity between cannabis
pricesin New Jersey and neighboring Pennsylvania underscores the urgency of addressing affordability
concerns.

Impact on Patients and Accessto Medicine

For patients like Edward “Lefty” Grimes, the exorbitant prices of medical cannabis pose significant barriers
to access. Despite the therapeutic benefits of cannabis, many patients struggle to afford essential medications.
Grimes emphasi zes the importance of |egislative action to ensure equitable access to affordable cannabis for
patients grappling with serious medical conditions.

Advocating for Legidative Action

While the proposed price cap legidation offers a potential solution to the affordability crisis, progress
remains stalled in the Legidature. Senator Singleton acknowledges the challenges of advancing cannabis
legislation but remains committed to advocating for patients’ interests. As conversations continue behind the
scenes, advocates emphasi ze the urgent need for tangible reforms to address the financial hardships faced by
medical marijuana patients.

Pursuing Equitable Accessto Medical Cannabis



The debate surrounding medical marijuana pricing in New Jersey underscores broader challengesin cannabis
policy and regulation. As policymakers navigate complex legal and economic dynamics, the welfare of
patients must remain a paramount consideration. By exploring innovative solutions and fostering
collaboration between stakeholders, New Jersey can pave the way for a more accessible and inclusive
medical cannabis program, ensuring that patients receive the care and support they deserve.
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