
Ohio's Cannabis Industry Landscape: A
Comparative Analysis with MI and NY

At least 47 Ohio communities have chosen to opt out of adult-use marijuana ahead of the market’s
anticipated early opening next month. This decision contrasts with the situation in Michigan and New York,
where significantly more municipalities have implemented similar bans.

Analysis by Ohio State University’s Moritz College of Law

The analysis conducted by Ohio State University’s Moritz College of Law sheds light on the local regulatory
landscape surrounding adult-use cannabis in Ohio. It reveals that the number of communities opting out of
recreational marijuana sales is relatively low compared to other states.

Legalization in Ohio

Ohio voters approved the legalization of adult use last fall, marking a significant milestone in the state’s
cannabis reform journey. However, the path to retail sales has been marked by legislative and regulatory
challenges.

Local Government Authority

Similar to many other states with marijuana legalization laws, Ohio’s legislation grants local governments the
authority to pass laws either permitting or prohibiting adult-use cannabis businesses within their jurisdictions.

Comparing Ohio to Michigan and New York

The analysis highlights a stark contrast between Ohio and other states such as Michigan and New York. In
Michigan, a staggering 73% of municipalities have opted out of adult-use marijuana sales, while in New
York, approximately 50% have chosen to do so.

Ohio’s Percentage of Opt-Out Communities

In Ohio, the 47 local bans represent only about 2% of the state’s incorporated municipalities or townships.
This decision impacts approximately 9% of Ohio’s population, as revealed by the analysis.

Temporary Bans

Some of the bans implemented in Ohio are temporary moratoriums, with nine communities imposing
restrictions lasting “six months or shorter.” These temporary measures reflect ongoing deliberations and
uncertainties surrounding adult-use cannabis regulation.

Impact on Existing Medical Cannabis Companies

While Ohio communities have the authority to ban adult-use businesses, they cannot prohibit existing
medical cannabis companies already operating in the state. As a result, the initial rollout of recreational sales



may occur at established medical marijuana dispensaries holding dual licenses.

As Ohio prepares for the launch of its adult-use marijuana market, the landscape of local regulations offers
insights into the diverse approaches taken by different states. While some communities have opted out, others
are navigating the complexities of integrating recreational cannabis into their existing regulatory frameworks.
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