
Indiana Governor Candidates Weigh In on Federal
Cannabis Rescheduling

Federal restrictions on marijuana have long influenced Indiana’s top elected officials to maintain a
conservative stance on the drug for both medical and recreational use. However, on Thursday, the federal
Department of Justice officially proposed reclassifying marijuana from a Schedule I controlled substance to
the less-restrictive Schedule III. This move acknowledges the medical benefits of marijuana and recognizes
its lower potential for abuse compared to other Schedule I drugs like heroin.

Indiana Legislative Leaders Respond

Indiana’s legislative leaders, who have the authority to amend the state’s marijuana laws, are beginning to
discuss the implications of this federal change. Despite not assigning the topic to an interim legislative study
committee this year, as has been done in previous summers, they acknowledge the relevance of the federal
proposal.

“It’s certainly a topic, especially if the federal government does make a change, that obviously is relevant,”
Senate President Rodric Bray, R-Martinsville, told reporters after legislative leaders assigned committee
topics on Tuesday. “It’s not to say, however, that there won’t be some people looking at that over the
summer.”

House Speaker’s Proactive Engagement

House Speaker Todd Huston, R-Fishers, indicated proactive engagement on the issue by sharing a Wall
Street Journal article about the federal reclassification with “many people” over the weekend. This suggests
that Indiana’s legislative leadership is keenly aware of the ongoing federal developments and their potential
impact on state policy.

A Shift in Perspective?

The move by the Department of Justice could potentially influence Indiana’s approach to marijuana
legislation. Historically, federal classification has been a significant barrier to state-level changes. The
proposed reclassification could open doors for new discussions and possibly lead to legislative shifts in
Indiana’s handling of marijuana for medical and recreational use.

As the federal government progresses with the reclassification process, including a 60-day public comment
period, Indiana lawmakers will likely continue to evaluate and discuss the implications for the state. This
development marks a significant step in the ongoing debate over marijuana policy and could signal a shift in
Indiana’s legislative landscape concerning cannabis.

Looking Ahead



Indiana lawmakers, while cautious, appear to be open to reevaluating their stance on marijuana in light of
federal changes. The coming months will likely see increased discussions and potential actions as the federal
reclassification process moves forward and as state legislators consider the broader implications for Indiana.

Stay tuned for further updates as Indiana navigates this evolving issue and explores potential pathways to
align state policies with the new federal perspective on cannabis.
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