
Colorado Teams Up with Driving Schools to
Educate Teens on Cannabis-Impaired Driving

Impaired driving poses a significant threat on roads across the United States, with tragic consequences that
extend far beyond the immediate incident. While the dangers of driving under the influence of alcohol are
well-documented, there’s a growing recognition of the risks associated with driving while under the influence
of marijuana. As states grapple with the complexities of legalization, law enforcement agencies, driving
schools, and public health officials are intensifying efforts to educate the public, particularly teens, about the
dangers and consequences of driving while impaired.

A National Concern

The prevalence of impaired driving incidents underscores the urgent need for comprehensive education and
proactive measures. National campaigns, such as the familiar public service announcements urging
individuals to recognize when they’re impaired, serve as poignant reminders of the potential consequences of
reckless behavior behind the wheel. However, despite these efforts, impaired driving, whether due to alcohol
or marijuana, continues to claim lives and devastate communities.

The Role of Driving School Instructors

Driving school instructors play a pivotal role in shaping the attitudes and behaviors of young drivers. With
years of experience and firsthand exposure to the aftermath of impaired driving incidents, these instructors
are on the front lines of efforts to promote responsible driving habits. By integrating discussions about the
dangers of impaired driving, including the effects of marijuana use, into their curriculum, driving schools are
equipping teens with the knowledge and awareness needed to make safe decisions on the road.

Collaborative Efforts to Educate

Recognizing the need for targeted outreach, state agencies are partnering with driving schools and other
stakeholders to amplify educational efforts. In states like Colorado, where marijuana legalization has raised
unique challenges, initiatives aimed at educating teens about the risks of driving under the influence of
marijuana are gaining momentum. Through partnerships with drivers’ education programs and public
awareness campaigns, states are working to dispel myths and provide accurate information to young drivers.

Dispelling Misconceptions

One of the biggest challenges in addressing marijuana-impaired driving is dispelling misconceptions among
teens. Many young drivers underestimate the impact of marijuana on their driving abilities, believing that
being high is less impairing than being drunk. However, studies have shown that THC, the psychoactive
component of marijuana, can significantly impair motor skills, reaction times, and decision-making abilities,
putting both the driver and others on the road at risk.



Identifying Impairment

Law enforcement agencies play a critical role in identifying and deterring impaired driving. Officers trained
as Drug Recognition Experts (DREs) are equipped with the skills and knowledge needed to detect signs of
impairment, including those associated with marijuana use. Through roadside tests and observation, DREs
can assess drivers for signs of impairment and take appropriate action to ensure public safety.

Consequences of DUI

The consequences of driving under the influence of marijuana can be severe, with legal penalties ranging
from fines and license suspension to jail time. Moreover, the emotional toll of impaired driving incidents can
be devastating for both victims and their families. By highlighting the real-life consequences of impaired
driving, educators and law enforcement officials hope to underscore the importance of making safe choices
behind the wheel.

Empowering Through Education

Ultimately, the goal of initiatives aimed at addressing marijuana-impaired driving is to empower individuals
to make responsible choices and prioritize safety on the road. By providing accurate information, dispelling
myths, and fostering open dialogue, communities can work together to prevent impaired driving incidents
and create safer roadways for all. Through collaborative efforts between driving schools, law enforcement
agencies, and public health organizations, we can build a future where impaired driving is no longer a leading
cause of accidents and fatalities on our roads.
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