
Tribally Owned Cannabis Stores Experience 25%
Growth Since 2023

The past year has witnessed a remarkable surge in the growth of marijuana businesses owned and operated
by Native American tribes across the United States. This growth signals not only economic diversification
but also the assertion of tribal sovereignty and strategic market positioning.

Expansion Across Tribal Lands

With 57 tribally owned medical marijuana dispensaries and adult-use stores spread across nine states, the
landscape of tribal cannabis retail has experienced a significant uptick, boasting a 25% increase since January
2023. This expansion underscores tribes’ proactive approach in capitalizing on emerging market
opportunities.

Variety in Store Sizes and Offerings

From modest-sized storefronts to expansive complexes, tribal cannabis retailers come in various shapes and
sizes, with an average store size of approximately 4,300 square feet. Notable establishments such as the
NuWu Cannabis Marketplace in Las Vegas showcase the industry’s capacity for innovation and scale.

Diverse Market Presence

While most tribal cannabis retailers cater to recreational marijuana consumers, many also provide medical
marijuana products to cardholding patients. Interestingly, about three-quarters of tribes with marijuana retail
operations also own and operate casinos, highlighting their efforts toward economic diversification.

Regional Insights

Washington state leads the pack with the highest number of tribal retailers, closely followed by Nevada.
Noteworthy exceptions include North Carolina’s Great Smoky Cannabis Co., the state’s sole legal dispensary
operated by the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.

Pioneering Efforts and Market Penetration

In Minnesota and New York, Native American tribes have emerged as early entrants in their respective
markets. With Minnesota’s regulated adult-use marketplace yet to open, tribes are seizing the opportunity to
establish a foothold and serve consumers in anticipation of future demand.

Tribal Sovereignty and Future Outlook

As sovereign nations with legislative autonomy, tribal governments continue to pave the way for further
growth and innovation in the cannabis industry. Looking ahead, Minnesota stands as a focal point for



potential expansion, offering a fertile ground for tribal cannabis businesses to flourish.

The dynamic landscape of tribally owned marijuana businesses reflects not only economic resilience but also
the strategic vision of Native American tribes in navigating evolving market dynamics. With continued
growth and innovation, tribal cannabis enterprises are poised to play an increasingly significant role in
shaping the future of the industry.
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