
High Demand, Low Supply: Martha’s Vineyard
Faces Cannabis Shortage

Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket face the looming possibility of a cannabis supply shortage this summer
due to stringent shipping regulations. Two prominent dispensaries, Island Time in Vineyard Haven and
Green Lady on Nantucket, are taking legal action against the Cannabis Control Commission (CCC), arguing
that these regulations jeopardize their businesses.

Urgent Legal Action

Island Time and Green Lady filed a lawsuit against the CCC, emphasizing that the regulatory body’s
restrictions on shipping cannabis via boat or plane across state waters pose a significant threat to their
operations. The impending closure of Fine Fettle, Martha Vineyard’s sole cannabis growing facility,
exacerbates the urgency of the situation.

Challenging Economics of Island Cannabis Market

Operating cannabis businesses on Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket presents unique challenges due to high
costs, seasonal demand, and strict regulations. Cannabis businesses already operate within narrow profit
margins, further exacerbated by the complexities of transportation and supply chain management.

Regulatory Hurdles and Legal Ambiguities

While Massachusetts law outlines regulations for ground transportation of cannabis, uncertainties persist
regarding shipping by sea or air. Federal laws prohibit transporting cannabis through US waters,
complicating efforts to supply cannabis to the islands.

Plea for Regulatory Accommodations

Island cannabis businesses have long advocated for changes to shipping regulations, highlighting the urgent
need for regulatory accommodations to ensure a stable cannabis supply for residents and visitors alike. The
CCC acknowledges the challenges faced by licensees on the islands and plans to discuss potential
accommodations.

Impact on Medical Consumers and Cannabis Operators

The potential closure of Island Time and the challenges faced by Green Lady underscore the broader
implications for medical consumers and cannabis operators on Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket. Medical
cannabis patients rely on consistent access to cannabis for pain management and symptom relief, making the
availability of cannabis crucial for their well-being.

Call for Immediate Action



As the legal battle unfolds, stakeholders urge regulators to expedite the process of addressing shipping
regulations and implementing solutions to ensure the sustainability of the cannabis industry on the islands.
Failure to act swiftly could have far-reaching consequences for cannabis operators and consumers in these
island communities.

Email: info@cannabisriskmanager.com | Phone: +415-226-4060

© Copyright 2025 Cannabis Risk Manager. All Rights Reserved


