
Former Obama Drug Czar Criticizes Cannabis
Rescheduling as Politically Motivated

Gil Kerlikowske, the former U.S. drug czar under President Barack Obama, expressed doubt about
marijuana’s medical efficacy and criticized the Biden administration’s move to reschedule cannabis. In a
recent interview on former U.S. Rep. Mary Bono’s podcast, Kerlikowske raised concerns about the influence
of what he termed “Big Cannabis” on the decision-making process.

Skepticism on Medicinal Value of Cannabis

Kerlikowske dismissed marijuana as medicine, asserting, “It’s not medicine.” He attributed the push for
rescheduling to the interests of a burgeoning cannabis industry, likening it to “Big Tobacco.” Kerlikowske
suggested that political and financial interests, rather than genuine medical concerns, were driving the move
to reschedule marijuana.

Ominous Industry Influence

Drawing parallels to the opioid crisis and the pharmaceutical industry’s role, Kerlikowske warned of a
potential repeat scenario with cannabis. He cautioned that the marijuana industry’s pursuit of rescheduling
could mirror the problematic business practices seen with Purdue Pharma and other opioid manufacturers.

Political and Financial Motivations

Kerlikowske highlighted the political and financial incentives at play in marijuana policy discussions. He
referenced former House Speaker John Boehner’s support for marijuana reform and the significant financial
resources backing the industry’s advocacy efforts.

Historical Context and Policy Implications

Kerlikowske’s remarks come amid the Biden administration’s announcement of plans to reschedule
marijuana from Schedule I to Schedule III of the Controlled Substances Act (CSA). While viewed as a
significant step forward by many, the move has sparked debate over its implications for federal cannabis
policy and the broader legalization movement.

Future Legislative and Regulatory Landscape

Despite the rescheduling proposal, Kerlikowske’s comments underscore ongoing challenges in the cannabis
policy arena. Legislative efforts to federally legalize cannabis face uncertain prospects in Congress, and
potential litigation looms over the DEA’s rescheduling decision.

As the debate over cannabis reform continues, Kerlikowske’s skepticism adds another dimension to the
discussion. While advocates celebrate progress toward recognition of marijuana’s medical benefits, critics



raise concerns about industry influence and the broader implications of federal policy changes.

Kerlikowske’s perspective serves as a reminder of the complex dynamics shaping cannabis policy and the
importance of careful consideration in navigating the path forward.

Email: info@cannabisriskmanager.com | Phone: +415-226-4060

© Copyright 2025 Cannabis Risk Manager. All Rights Reserved


