
Delaware Dual License Bill Paves the Way for
Cannabis Sales

As Delaware gears up for the launch of its adult-use marijuana market, lawmakers have introduced a
groundbreaking bill aimed at expediting the process.

Creating Opportunities for Existing Medical Cannabis Businesses

The proposed legislation, HB 408, spearheaded by Rep. Ed Osienski and Sen. Trey Paradee, introduces the
concept of a “conversion license.” This license would enable existing medical cannabis businesses to
transition seamlessly into serving both medical patients and adult-use consumers.

Stringent Requirements

To qualify for a conversion license, businesses must meet several stringent criteria. These include
demonstrating their ability to continue serving medical patients, supporting the state’s social equity program,
and entering into labor peace agreements with recognized unions.

Setting Deadlines

The bill outlines a clear timeline for the application process, with the application window opening on August
1, 2024, and closing on November 1, 2024. Conversion licensees could commence sales immediately upon
approval.

Empowering Social Equity Applicants

Revenue generated from conversion license fees, set at $100,000, will be directed towards supporting social
equity applicants seeking conditional licenses. This financial assistance aims to empower communities
disproportionately impacted by the war on drugs.

Fostering a Regulated Industry

Lawmakers emphasize that HB 408 is designed to support the transition from an illegal market to a legal,
regulated, and responsible cannabis industry. By leveraging the infrastructure of existing medical cannabis
businesses, Delaware aims to ensure a smooth rollout of adult-use sales.

Continued Legislative Progress

HB 408 represents the latest in a series of legislative efforts aimed at expanding and strengthening
Delaware’s cannabis programs. As regulators work on proposed regulations for the adult-use market, the
state is poised to become a model for cannabis reform.



A Step Towards Comprehensive Reform

With the introduction of HB 408, Delaware takes a significant step towards realizing its vision of a robust
and inclusive cannabis market. By prioritizing social equity and leveraging existing infrastructure, the state is
laying the groundwork for a successful transition to adult-use sales.
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