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Democratic Senator Expresses Ongoing Concerns
Over Cannabis Banking Bill's Lack of Criminal
Justice Reform

Senator Raphael Warnock (D-GA), who was the sole Democrat to oppose the Secure and Fair Enforcement
Regulation (SAFER) Banking Act during a committee vote last year, has reiterated his support for the
legislation. However, he underscored the need to address the adverse impact of cannabis prohibition on
communities of color.

Previous Opposition and Current Position

During an interview on MSNBC, Senator Warnock reflected on his previous protest vote against the banking
bill, emphasizing his concerns about the ongoing consequences of the war on drugs, particularly for
marginalized communities. While he acknowledges the importance of facilitating access to banking services
for the cannabis industry, he remains committed to ensuring that communities disproportionately affected by
drug enforcement policies are not left behind.

Addressing Historical I njustices

Warnock highlighted the disproportionate impact of marijuana enforcement on Black communities, noting
that many individuals continue to face incarceration for offenses that previous presidents have openly
admitted to committing. He emphasized the need for comprehensive criminal justice reform measures
alongside banking reform efforts to address these historical injustices effectively.

Presidential Tone and State-L evel Action

Acknowledging President Biden's recent move to reclassify cannabis as a Schedule I11 drug, Senator
Warnock emphasized the importance of state-level action in complementing federal reform efforts. While he
commended the administration’ sinitiative, he stressed that significant work remains to be done at both the
federal and state levels to address the systemic issues stemming from cannabis prohibition.

Path Forward and Potential Obstacles

Despite the Senate Majority Leader’s prioritization of the SAFER Banking Act, questions remain about the
legidlation’ s path to passage. Warnock’ s stance on potential future votes on the bill remains unclear,

particularly as discussions about incorporating criminal justice reform provisions continue. Senate Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell’ s opposition to the banking bill further complicates its prospects for advancement.

Senator Raphael Warnock’ s continued advocacy for marijuana banking reform underscores the complex
intersection of cannabis policy and social justice. As discussions about federal reform initiatives evolve,
addressing the historical inequities perpetuated by cannabis prohibition remains a crucial aspect of
comprehensive legislative efforts.
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