
Biden Administration Defends Cannabis
Rescheduling as Science-Driven

Rahul Gupta, the director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), recently affirmed the
administration’s commitment to basing policy decisions on scientific evidence. He highlighted the
recommendation from the Justice Department to reschedule marijuana from Schedule I to Schedule III of the
Controlled Substances Act (CSA) as a move rooted in the evolving scientific understanding of cannabis.

Implications for Medical Cannabis Access

While Gupta’s remarks suggested that rescheduling would make medical marijuana federally legally
available to patients, experts caution that further action is required from the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) for marijuana products to be available by prescription. Congressional Research Service (CRS) reports
underscore the need for FDA approval of cannabis-derived drugs, emphasizing that marijuana itself remains
unapproved by the agency.

Balancing Medical Benefits and Youth Protection

Gupta positioned Schedule III as a compromise, acknowledging the medical utility of marijuana while
prioritizing safeguards against youth exposure. He emphasized the importance of science-based
categorization of drugs to facilitate access for patients while preventing underage use.

Presidential Leadership on Cannabis Reform

The Biden administration has been proactive in addressing marijuana policy. President Biden’s leadership
has been evident in efforts to grant clemency to individuals with past drug-related federal convictions. Vice
President Kamala Harris has also expressed support for decriminalizing cannabis possession.

Advocates’ Calls for Comprehensive Reform

While advocates applaud the administration’s actions on clemency, they stress the need for broader reform.
Thousands of individuals remain incarcerated over federal marijuana offenses, prompting calls for
comprehensive clemency measures from Congress.

Divergent Views on Rescheduling

Former drug czar Gil Kerlikowske offered a contrasting perspective, characterizing rescheduling as driven by
commercial interests rather than medical necessity. Kerlikowske’s remarks underscore the ongoing debate
surrounding marijuana policy.

Public Response and Legislative Landscape



The proposed rule to reschedule marijuana has sparked public interest, with stakeholders poised to weigh in
on the reform. In Congress, bills to legalize cannabis face uncertain prospects, but lawmakers continue to
advocate for comprehensive reform.

Future Outlook

As the public comment period on rescheduling unfolds, stakeholders will closely monitor developments.
President Biden’s commitment to cannabis reform will likely shape the administration’s approach to
marijuana policy moving forward.
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