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RISK MANAGER

Connecticut Appoints First Cannabis
Ombudsper son to Advocate for Medical Cannabis
Patients

On Monday, Connecticut made regulatory history by appointing Erin Gorman Kirk as the nation’ s first
cannabis ombudsperson. In this groundbreaking role, Kirk will serve as the state’ s official advocate for
medical marijuana patients, working to ensure their needs and interests are prioritized within the evolving
cannabis landscape.

A Champion for Patients

Gorman Kirk brings a wealth of experience to the position. An attorney, entrepreneur, and seasoned
consumer advocate, she has been instrumental in shaping cannabis and hemp policies not only in Connecticut
but across several other states. Her personal experiences as a medical marijuana patient and her extensive
work with other patients motivated her to apply for therole.

As the cannabis ombudsperson, Gorman Kirk’s mission is clear: to be a“vigilant guardian of patient
interests,” ensuring that decisions and actions taken by cannabis producers adhere to the highest standards of
care and compassion. She emphasizes active engagement with all stakeholders to enhance the palliative
marijuana market, aiming to make Connecticut a model state for patient advocacy in the cannabis sector.

The Role and Responsibilities

The Office of the Cannabis Ombudsman, created by the Connecticut General Assembly last year, is designed
to oversee the medical marijuanaindustry and advocate for medicinal cannabis patients and caregivers.
Operating with administrative support from the state Office of the Healthcare Advocate, this office represents
acritical step towards improving patient outcomes and ensuring product safety and consistency.

Gorman Kirk’s appointment came from a highly competitive pool of over 800 applicants. Her focus remains
steadfastly on patient advocacy rather than business interests. Known for her extensive pro bono work, she
has been a staunch advocate for social equity candidates in the cannabis industry, underscoring her deep
commitment to the community.

Addressing Safety and Standards

Gorman Kirk’s advocacy extends to concerns about product safety. She has firsthand experience with the
potential risks posed by inadequately regulated cannabis products. After noticing adverse effects from using
Connecticut-grown cannabis, she discovered issues related to mold contamination, highlighting the need for
stringent safety and purity standards.



In response to these challenges, Gorman Kirk advocates for the development of industry-wide standards to
protect consumers. She points to organizations like ASTM that are working towards creating such standards
and expresses a desire to see uniform regulations implemented across states to ensure public safety.

Impact on Medical Cannabis Program

The legalization of recreational marijuanain Connecticut in 2021 has led to a decline in the number of
patients registered in the state’ s medical marijuana program. Gorman Kirk notes that this shift has affected
product availability and consistency, causing some patients to seek their medicine out of state. This situation
raises legal and safety concerns, as well as potential revenue losses for Connecticut.

Gorman Kirk’ s appointment has been met with praise from patient advocates like Lou Rinaldi, who see her
as a much-needed champion for medical cannabis patients. Her role as cannabis ombudsperson is expected to
bring significant improvements to the medical marijuana program, ensuring that patient needs are met with
greater attention and care.

In her new position, Gorman Kirk is poised to drive impactful changes, advocating for consistent and safe
access to medical marijuana and enhancing patient advocacy within Connecticut’ s cannabis sector.
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